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Abstract of Masteris Thesis Academic Year 2005

Title: 0An ethnography of keitai consumptions in domestic spheres:

The emergence of spaces and relationships by technology-mediated interactions.6

Summary:

This research clarifys the reality of social impact of the explosive growth and
penetration of the cellular Phone(s) (hereinafter called Keitai) to everyday living
group. In particular, this research focuses on "Family and Home Space" which
undertakes an essential role of daily life. The methodology to research the reality of
usage of Keitai in Family/Home Space, is 0Ethnographyé which emphasis
individual concrete. This includes interviews through actual home visiting and
participant observation. The data collected has been decrypted and interpreted.

As a result of positive communication between family members by keitai, there

are some cases which "Family" expands beyond "Home Space"” as a physical
container. In these cases, responsibilities for maintaining family relationship
increases on full time and location basis. This shows that 6familyé has emerged not
as a static physical container, but a dynamic place to coordinate family
relationship.
Assuming family as a place for dnegotiationd, it has been concluded that the sharing
and distributing of domestic resources and the practice of identity could be
explained by three axes such as time, sphere, and cultural code through decrypting
and interpreting searched data. This has an intimate relation with lifestyle, which
includes working style, family structure, the arrangement of the rooms, and the
usage of media.

Usage of Keitai and other media is involved deeply with producing cultural code
in these three axes. People operate this cultural code in a strategic way, to conduct

negotiation inside home spaces.

Keywords: 1.Cellar Phones (Keitai), 2.Family/Home Space,

3. Media Acceptance, 4. Ethnography, 5. Interactions
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