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Abstract

In Japan, mobile phones, keitai, have finished the popularization phase and are
playing important role as a social infrastructure in our ordinary life. So it is important to
research such ordinary uses of keitai. However, there is little research on them.

From the point of view, this paper illustrates the practices of keitai uses in families,
which are one of the most ordinary social groups, and explains the change of families’
inner constructions through ethnographic methods such as detailed interviews.

In particular, keitai has made emotional connections among family members
stronger beyond the modern division of places and domains and changes the meaning of
the physical boundary of home spaces dynamically. People are using keitai strategically
in order to construct, maintain and develop the family relationships.
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